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SUBCHAPTER A—GENERAL RULES

PART 1200—OFFICIAL SEALS

Sec.
1200.1 Definitions. 
1200.2 Description and design. 
1200.4 Authority to affix seals. 
1200.6 Use of the seals.

AUTHORITY: 44 U.S.C. 2104(e), 2116(b), 2302.

SOURCE: 50 FR 27196, July 1, 1985, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 1200.1 Definitions. 

For the purposes of this part— 
Embossing seal means a display of the 

form and content of the official seal 
made on a die so that the seal can be 
embossed on paper or other medium. 

NARA means all organizational units 
of the National Archives and Records 
Administration. 

Official seal means the original(s) of 
the seal showing the exact form, con-
tent and color. 

Replica or reproduction means a copy 
of the official seal displaying the form, 
content and color.

§ 1200.2 Description and design. 

(a) National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration seal. The design is illus-
trated below and described as follows: 

Centered on a disc with a double-line 
border a solid line rendition of an he-
raldic eagle displayed holding in its 
left talon thirteen arrows, in its right 
talon a branch of olive, bearing on its 
breast a representation of the shield of 
the United States and displayed above 
its head a partially unrolled scroll in-
scribed with the words LITTERA 
SCRIPTA MANET one above the other; 
all within the circumscription NA-
TIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS 
ADMINISTRATION, with the date 1985 
at bottom center.

(b) National Archives seal. The design 
is illustrated below and described as in 
paragraph (a) of this section, encircled 
by the circumscription THE NA-
TIONAL ARCHIVES OF THE UNITED 
STATES, with the date 1934 at the bot-
tom center.

(c) National Archives Trust Fund Board 
seal. The design is illustrated below 
and described as in paragraph (a) of 
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this section, encircled by the cir-
cumscription NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
TRUST FUND BOARD, with the date 
1941 at the bottom center.

§ 1200.4 Authority to affix seals. 
The Archivist of the United States 

and the Archivist’s designees are au-
thorized to affix the official seals, em-
bossing seals, replicas and reproduc-
tions to appropriate documents, cer-
tifications and other material for all 
purposes authorized by this part.

§ 1200.6 Use of the seals. 
(a) The seals are the official emblems 

of NARA and their use is therefore per-
mitted only as provided in this part. 

(b) Use by any person or organization 
outside NARA may be made only with 
prior written approval by NARA. 

(c) Requests by any person or organi-
zation outside NARA for permission to 
use the seals must be made in writing 
to the Archivist of the United States, 
National Archives (N), Washington, DC 
20408, and must specify, in detail, the 
exact use to be made. Any permission 
granted applies only to the specific use 
for which it was granted and is not to 
be construed as permission for any 
other use. 

(d) Use of the NARA and the National 
Archives of the United States seals 
shall be primarily for informational 
purposes and for authentication of doc-
uments. The National Archives Trust 
Fund Board seal shall be used only for 
Trust Fund documents and publica-

tions. The seals may not be used on 
any article or in any manner which 
may discredit the seals or reflect unfa-
vorably upon NARA or which implies 
NARA endorsement of commercial 
products or services, or of the user’s 
policies or activities. 

(e) Falsely making, forging, counter-
feiting, mutilating, or altering the offi-
cial seals, replicas, reproductions or 
embossing seals, or knowingly using or 
possessing with fraudulent intent any 
altered seal is punishable under section 
506 of title 18, United States Code. 

(f) Any person using the official 
seals, replicas, reproductions, or em-
bossing seals in a manner inconsistent 
with the provisions of this part is sub-
ject to the provisions of 18 U.S.C. 1017, 
which provides penalties for the wrong-
ful use of an official seal, and to other 
provisions of law as applicable.

PART 1202—REGULATIONS IMPLE-
MENTING THE PRIVACY ACT OF 
1974

Subpart A—General Information About the 
Privacy Act

Sec.
1202.1 What does this part cover? 
1202.2 What this part does not cover. 
1202.4 Definitions. 
1202.6 Whom should I contact for Privacy 

Act matters at NARA? 
1202.8 How does NARA handle records that 

are in Government-wide Privacy Act sys-
tems? 

1202.10 Does NARA handle access to and dis-
closure of records of defunct agencies in 
the custody of NARA?

Subpart B—Collecting Information

1202.18 How does NARA collect information 
about individuals? 

1202.20 What advisory information does 
NARA provide before collecting informa-
tion from me? 

1202.22 Will NARA need my Social Security 
Number? 

1202.24 Will NARA ever request information 
about me from someone else? 

1202.26 Who will make sure that my record 
is accurate? 

1202.28 What rules do NARA employees fol-
low in managing personal information? 

1202.30 How does NARA safeguard its sys-
tems of records?
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